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Introduction

Welcome to Persian! Talk Like a Persian teaches Persian to global audiences
offering audio, video and text materials to learners around the world.Talk Like a Persian
provides multimedia Persian language teaching materials to meet learners’ needs for
professional purposes, personal enrichment as well as enjoyment.

Many of our materials are delivered as full length courses such as “Leila’s
Alphabet Journey’™- Alphabet, “Leila Goes to Iran™Beginner, and “Inside Iran” -
Intermediate . Besides, each component of the course is standalone and can be studied
on its own. This means the learner can choose the best way to study for them; by
following a full course or by following the individual materials most appropriate to
them. We also have a range of long-running features such as Movies and Grammar.

“Learn Persian with Movies” in Talk Like a Persian textbook series aims at
teaching colloquial Persian to Persian language learners to meet their speaking needs
and gives them insight into Persian culture. All materials used in this series are
authentic language being used in real world context such as Persian movies and
interviews for meaningful and functional purposes. The materials are not edited to tailor
the pedagogy of the language.Talk Like a Persian offers and design lessons that are
culturally rich and cognitively engaging. It creates a context in which learners use their
language skills to learn more about Persian culture.

Every Movie lesson contains a short segment of a subtitled Persian movie with
analyzed language points and a Persian native speaker mentor who repeats the
individual words, phrases and sentences in the movie. Each movie is accompanied with
an interactive online activity on Talk Like A Persian Website that records learner’s
progress and grade and makes learning Persian language easy, fun and effective.

The present book “Learn Persian with Movies“addresses level 1 of language
proficiency according to Interagency Language Roundtable (IRL) proficiency standards.
The objective of “Learn Persian with Movies- Season 1” is to enable students to
satisfy minimum courtesy requirements, maintain very simple face-to-face
conversations on familiar topics and to produce continuous discourse except with
rehearsed material.

Each lesson contains an online activity component that requires learners to
interact frequently with authentic resources, exploring the products, practices, and
perspectives of the target culture.

By learning Persian language and cultures, learners will be able to gain a
competitive edge in today’s global economy. Persian was the language of ancient
cultures across Western and Central Asia. Today, Persian continues to be spoken


http://talklikeapersian.com/learn/

widely throughout the same region in the form of three main dialects: Farsi in Iran, Dari
in Afghanistan, and Tajik in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

This book is already included in “Leila Goes to Iran”, Beginner level textbook and
Beginner Online course. We have developed this book as a standalone component that
can be studied on its own for those who are interested in learning Persian with movies.
It is a great addition to any Persian course to help learners develop listening
comprehension, speaking and cultural awareness to communicate on a basic level.

How to learn Persian Language with Movies
To the Teachers

Movies and videos can play a valuable role in the education process, as long as
teachers and educators are utilizing them correctly. In order to learn a language with
movies you need to stimulate student interest and get them talking and thinking. Ask the
students to stay awake and pay attention and give them some discussion questions to
answer and to reflect on the topic and talk about their personal thoughts or comment
about it.

To Persian Langauge Learners

If you want to have a pretty decent accent and your speech being littered with
native sounding interjections, and sit amongst a group of native speakers and follow
most of their conversation, you can achieve that by actively watching a Persian movie.
Watching movies will help you to expose yourself to cultural aspects of the language,
body language and other nonverbal cues. You can also learn more authentic vocabulary
, idioms and colloquial expressions. Basically you see a language being used in real
world context for meaningful and functional purposes.

Here are some great tips on how to learn a language with movies:

Watch the movie and break down the movie in short segments from 1-10 minute
segment to absorb the language.

Watch each segment three to five times for greater language learning.

Focus on every word and expression and actively study the movie to learn a
language.

Engage yourself with the movie. Repeat the words, speak along with the
characters, and role play the dialogues.

Write down new words and phrases. Use the SRS ( Spaced Repetition System )
to make sure you remember vocabulary in future. It’s a more complex version of
the flashcard system. In this method you need to make an image association of
the word and to think of a sample sentence and learn that so you can use it in the
real context in future. In order to make sure that the word stays constantly fresh
in your mind , you need to see a word a few minutes after the first time, then a
few days later, then a few weeks later etc.


http://talklikeapersian.com/

Check your comprehension and what you’ve remembered by replaying the
segments and roleplaying as one of the characters or take note of the dialogue.
Review the film with a teacher, tutor, or mentor to learn related grammar, cultural
points, slangs, proverbs and to get answer to your questions.

If there are any follow up activities, complete the activities to interact more with
the content, and to assess your learning outcome and for better retention.

We’re not suggesting you try to learn a language entirely by watching films. Learner
materials like textbooks and audio and video courses and podcasts have their place
and interaction with the films are handy supplements that can help you bridge the gap
between learner materials and how people actually talk. Talk Like A Persian helps you to
improve your listening, speaking, reading and writing skills and exposing you to cultural
aspects of the language. Besides learning Persian with movies , Talk Like A Persian
offers you complete online courses, e-books, interactive online activities and audio and
video lessons to facilitate your Persian language learning journey.

Book Components
“Learn Persian with Movies”, season 1 consists of 22 lessons.
Course Components

This book is accompanied by 28 videos and 28 online activities on Talk Like a
Persia Website (www.talklikeapersian.com) .

Course Length

Students can master this course in 10-12 hours through 22 lessons and
accompanied videos and online activities.

Course Time Lessons Per Lesson Time Outside Functional
Week Classroom Time Activities
for Each Lesson
20 hours 2 Lessons 15-30 minutes 10-20 minutes 1. Complete
online activities
2. Create a

similar
conversation

Photo Credits

All photos courtesy of Talk Like A Persian collection taken from Persian Movies.
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Learning Strategies

There are some language learning strategies that you can use for learning the

Persian Alphabet. These strategies include:

 Active participation in class .

* Practice to identify the letters.

* Read the letters and words out loud.

» Study with others.

* Get real world practice and speak the language .

* Make flash cards.

* Use SRS (Spaced Repetition System) and mnemonic memory aids to quickly
memorize the new words.

* Don't just watch the movie. Study it.

* Read the language out loud.

» Record yourself speaking the language.

* Break things up into consumable , repeatable segments.

* Engage with the materials. A movie clip is an open book on body language, accents,
inflection, pronunciation and many other areas of language learning. Get involved in
the story, act out parts, repeat lines and body movements and make the language
come alive!

+ Listen to the songs and sing along.

* Interact with other learners and with native speakers.



1. Movie - Hi!

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

Hi, Mrs. Simin.
| am Mehran.

Are you alright?

[}
4 P »l o) 010/10




2. Movie - Glad to meet you!

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

PN | PN TERPN FER e KPR IR

! ola Lose Al
a. Dear Simal! )
it Laes ¢ adl o
b. Hi, | am Sima.

llasa ola ol )
| am so glad to meet you.
2ol o e pdls o
c. Hi,  am Bahar. .
oskiied an o
Me too.
OleE Lo
d. Kamran

RN INCRNEGRRS
e. Your devoted friend, Babak!



3. Movie - Take care of yourself!

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

b ™/
14 » »l o) 008/705

a. Take care of yourself. S| FRCAPEUN Y Py |
Do not make yourself too tired.
Goodbye.

0SS Ged |y e ulsy

Lilalid



4. Movie - Go ahead, sir!

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

QO

O

Q

)

. Go ahead, sir (master).

. Go ahead!

. Not at all.

. You go ahead. You are older.

. No, no, any way you are the guest.

. No, go ahead.

s gRersian Culture | Tarof - Part One

B S5 aube Ha Lk

You go ahead, you are older

OS¢ auleds .l

'.u.aLa)s\./a o
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5. Movie - It is a pair of sunglasses.

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

a. There you go!

b. What is this?

a. It is a pair of sunglasses. | got it for
you.

b. Excuse me.

Well done!

Wow!

Why did you become like this Marjan?

— .

i S Lad gl
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6. Movie - What is your unit number?

Watch the movie clip. Role play the " ‘
conversation and record yourself. N —

(A) € aaly (V) il

015 /756 @ % O -

a. Do you want me to open the garage HESIR CU I Py ‘,_fs Sb L &L .l
to put (park) the car? ‘us oo Sl Lo L e s 0¥ o

b. No, It is not necessary. | park around T

here. What is your unit (humber)? . P

a. Floor three, unit nine.
Olen il e s o
b. Okay, | come to you (formal). OlSead anl (oo caddin .C

You go (formal). s il Lads



7. Movie - Are you here?

Watch the movie clip. Role play the ,
conversation and record yourself. ?

4 P Pl o 015/109

Hi , my dear! | came . Are you here? HPVIENTNV VS f{;:\;é adu



8. Movie - | studied dramatic Literature.

= Beginning Persian- Conversation 27 | About Me - | am 24 years old.

g

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
underlined part of the conversation and
record yourself.

g Sl

Behnaz Jafari

This is me. Behnaz Jafari. (S ydns JLLG_J x"'”“ ol

| am 24 years old and | was born in Tehran. e—*'ﬂ—' s <ol Y¥
| am the only child of the family and I live all L 5 G g aad sulsils ahh g

alone in this big city A e oS3y K3 ek ol 6

| studied dramatic literatures and satilea | saled oludl aus,

| work part time in a girls' school. 'A_.’s o LIS ) e GRS duyus Sl

My house is near and 5 ol Suupial Gla

| usually walk home. LA 285 e suly Yars

Here is the house el gl Gl Lyl

that | live in. A e oS 03y G e oS



9. Movie - | work part time.

= Beginning Persian- Conversation 27 | About Me - | am 24 years old.

g

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

g Sl

Behnaz Jafari

This is me. Behnaz Jafari. R LA
(sodaa 5l ate 0
| am 24 years old and | was born in Tehran. ﬁ_‘lﬂ_‘ J.b.:i 5 Wl YF
| am the only child of the family and | live all

L 5 S 5;@ 2 salgila A58 L

alone in this big city A e oS3y K3 ek ol

| studied dramatic literatures and B ?:‘355 B *Lu G;’L..‘e'-\] i,

. . . ' -2 - [ - -
| work part time in a girls' school. X e LIS 085 s ) ) e s

My house is near and 5ol Suuyial Gla

| usually walk home. AL a55 e saly Yoand

Here is the house el gl Gl Lyl

2 & ~a y‘ -
?:\S&OL;\S_LUQ|JJ‘}O4S

that | live in.




10. Movie - | was born in Tehran.

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
underlined part of the conversation and
record yourself.

This is me. Behnaz Jafari

| am 24 years old and | was born in Tehran.
| am the only child of the family and | live all
alone in this big city.

| studied dramatic literatures and

| work part time in a girls' school.

My house is near and

| usually walk home.

Here is the house

that | live in.

rsation 27 | About Me - | am 24 years old.

A2 Shg

Behnaz Jafari

(s Aa Sl i oyl
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11. Movie - Where are you?

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

a. Where are you miserable ? Where? huh , (aodan ¢ La] 9L;S ¢ ola el @_‘L;ii Al

| saw you, | saw you. How are you miserable? $eiSG gsb 4 Lcemn (s
b. Thank you [l sacrifice myself for you]. Are you Soash -;"33-‘ wLu; o

fine?



12. Movie -Let me give you a ride!

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

a. Nader, sit, let me give you a ride.
b. |do not want.

| want to walk.

Thank you [Your hand may not hurt] .

a. Goodbye

Thank you

[ 00:00:11 [
“H—0

e Seee o

u.e.il_u.:‘).\‘ Oy ¢ Huli. Al
laalsa (sad o
ENSTRNIIEVIFENPY
AR ad il

Lilalai call



13. Movie - What date is it today?

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

39 4@ 29
What day is it today?

a. What date is it today? g u_\:; BYSYy el
b. Dear? 1] BN
a. What is the date today? ¢ ui\; Sesel .l
b. What ever you say. s Lad gasd o
a. Today is first of Azar. Do you remember? saials . 0,31 ) el il

What day is it today ? sy e eyl

b. First. J;/I o

a. Ok, first of what day? 9(5}\9)4%.&);/' ‘ u; Ll

_ . , o . _
b. Is it our wedding anniversary? Sl Slanlsny) oS0l o
a. No. < all
b. Our divorce anniversary? e

Y ¢ oy Leislls g &l .o
a. No. o Ll

2.2 Z - - -

'S‘/)L}; C:/J-IJ:\ "Lil:; e oo ) =)

I
%JJle'Q.oJJy.d“

b. Uh, how dumb | am! Happy birthday!

a. Is my birthday first of Azar?



14. Movie - It is three minutes to five.

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
underlined part of the conversation and
record yourself.

a. What day is it today?

b. Today, Tuesday.

a. Bravo, what time is it?

b. five

a. No, it is not!

b. Uh, a few minutes left.

a. Three minutes. Every Tuesday , sharp at
5 o'clock, a young lady comes out of the
salon on the 7th floor, gets in the elevator,
comes to the ground floor.

She came. It takes 10 seconds to get to the
ground floor. Stands there . Three minutes

later, Mr Mani's father closes his shop and

leaves. He does not go home before 11 p.m.

and this matter is repeated every Tuesday .

G« )j)al fom 4““. h; 3\9_)'4'
What day is it today? Today, Tuesday.
4 P »l % 008/816
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15. Movie - | love Marjan.

Watch the movie clip. Role play the

underlined part of the conversation and

record yourself.

a. | love Marjan.

b. No, no, no, you still love me.
a. Actually, the opposite.

| love Marjan right now.

| do not love you anymore.

b. What did you say?

a. The same that you heard.

b. No, it sounds like | didn’t hear it
correctly.

Say it out loud one more time.
a. | do not like you anymore

b. Why?

pols cga | Glase e
I love Marjan.

pol8 g | laye e Al
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16. Movie -Ma'am, buy a flower!

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

Q

O

QO

O

(op

Q

. Dear boy, come

. Ma'am, buy a flower

. Give it. Let me see.

. All of them are fresh, ma'am
. Get it.

. Thank you ma’am.

. Thank you [ Your hand may not hurt].

i ersian-Conversation 11 | Ma'am buy a flower

o KK pila

Ma'am, buy a flower.

M« P »l @ 013/241
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17. Movie - | had missed you!

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

< P> »l o) 026/248 '

a. Babak, my son! s‘*f'“f bl
b. Father! | had missed you so much, ot K5 C)L‘gbe ‘,,j:3 NS !J;:e -
father! [STIRTY
a. My daughter, Bahar! IS PERICERE |

c. Sorry father, | have a cold! Pasasa Loy oo Qo bb cntians oo



18. Movie - They are all successful.

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

Suae by adle ad las

l« P » P T0hE 35S | & O

| have three kids. a5l 4 I

a5la yal e B daw oy
| have three brothers. pold iR oo

s - L du o2
All three of them are successful and S0 >

3l ey ad liew
are also very smart AR A DR

. 02 L o al Locws
and also very quiet and kind. e b pdlo o sl

, FARRVIGL ¢
| have a sister, POl A >

Sa Giteags LA |y 4l
(old g b ) Ol s
and | love her so much, f* >

RTVPPS PRSTR TRIN TEQPPN
because she looked after our dad a lot. Z 72



19. Movie - Open the door

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

a. Come on in

b. Hope not to be tired/ Hi

a. Do not close the door. Open the door,
open. Wider, wider, wider please, wider.

b. Well. This is all the way, ma'am.

=_Beginning Persian Conversation 15| Open.the door
Subscribe

A | PR S| P PR
Open the door , open . (Formal)
4 P »l o) 015/224
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20. Movie - How would you like your coffee?

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

) A ‘, = _— -
Lk SS @Gls S
One (piece of ) cake please

4 P » ) 022/236

a. Two French (Coffee), two Chocolate L S Gga ilyd B go .l
cakes .

Qo bl 50l b B ased .o
b. Do you want your coffee with milk or

without milk? § o
a. (For) me without milk. o 9 e Al
c. Without milk . One cake please. HN SS Gl Sl oy o
b. Okay eﬁ-% -
a. What's the matter? Are you afraid of Sasin Bl o s Sy .l

getting fat?



21. Movie - The guests arrived.

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
underlined part of the conversation and
record yourself.

a. Jalal, get up, your pills!

b. Kamran, come, they are ringing.Yes? come
in. Mom, the guests arrived.

a. Eh, well, tell them to come in

b. Okay

c. Who?

b. Your kids.

c. Which children?

b. Babak and Bahar

c. Have they returned?

b. Yeah, just do not get excited. It is not good
for your heart.

c. Where are they?

b. Right here, right here, get up

e Lilags «olols

o The o

L
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22. Movie - The guests arrived.

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
underlined conversation and record
yourself.

a.

b.

Jalal, get up, your pills!

Kamran, come, they are ringing.

Yes? come in. Mom, the guests arrived.

a.

b.

C.

b.

Eh, well, tell them to come in

Okay

. Who?

. Your kids.

. Which children?

. Babak and Bahar

Have they returned?

Yeah, just do not get excited. It is not good

for your heart.

C.

b.

Where are they?

Right here, right here, get up
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23. Movie - Please leave me a message.

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

a. | am not home.

If you like leave a message.
b. Hello, Raha, Raha!
Pick up the phone please.
a. Call again Erfan.

Call one more time.

Lild Sl 1) i

> o

Pick up the nphone please

Al Gl Ll
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24. Movie -Persian Happy Birthday Song

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

Birthday , Birthday, happy birthday to you!
Happy, happy, happy birthday to you!
Have a happy heart and smily lips and be
full of laughter like a flower!

Come, blow out the candles to live for 100
years!

Birthday , Birthday, happy birthday to you!

Happy, happy, happy birthday to you!

MORE VIDEOS

tavallod, tavallod tavallodet mobarak '.S)Lm g.\]y _\.[9.1 _\J_9.l
Hannv hirthd $ ] p

P o) 035/1:31

| S b odss calgs calys

| he s | Sylae 1S, e

suin 5 US s Uisd ol 5 ald il
o3y

sad) Jlow wm B (S s 1) Lgaass Ly
il

| S e il ealgs calss

1< e calsi TS ln 1S Lue

Note: £,Ls wulss Tavalodet Mabéarak is the most common way to say "Happy Birthday" to

someone however this is an entirely Arabic phrase. The pure Persian phrase is Jusa o954l

"Zadroozat Khosh ".

e




25. Movie - Please leave me a message

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

MORE VIDEOS

. v,l):xl ." “_).l L ‘:}A:: «< pyd

» o) 048/6:04

a. Come on in ma’am. uleydy aila .l
You go ahead in that room. oy A ydn BB oyl Leds
You go ahead. Lo aleyds
b. Thank you . Cisan .o
a. You'’re welcome. S e pnalsa Al
c. Hi. adles o
b. Have a good day. 20 -
c. Comeonin . 55 mloyds .o
Take a seat. caleydy
b. Thank you . BT
c. Well, How may | help you? sbod s o

b. When | finished my studies, | came back to Iran. U e S e L

| opened a company that renovates old buildings. eolwb S Sany eSyb 4

aanad (glgigainl



One day at my uncle’s company | met a
guy that we gradually became interested in
each other.

| didn’t know that he has a wife.

| mean, he didn’t say anything to me and |
didn’t think so.

When we became more interested, he
himself said that he has a wife and a child.

He told me to give him some time to find a

way to end the story with his wife gradually.

He should have thought up something for
the the child too.
| trusted him too. Well, | didn’t have any

choice.

@287 4 b anla (ibeeS 55 35, 4
md)ls&&dgﬁses&am L
8518 55 €S alidgn (i (e
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26. Movie - You don’t give a damn about me.

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

a. Why am | so stupid that I'm still with you?
Why am | so stupid that I’'m still with you?

b. Watch your mouth.

She is asleep.

a. Alas for me !

Alas for my life! (Meaning: | should die) Literal

meaning: Dirt on my head.

| am sick of you, Majid. | am sick of this life.
b. Don’t yell at my mom!

a. You just Don’t give a damn about me.
You filthy, you love your mother, your sister,
your car and that shit (Literal: snake poison)
more than me .

Let me go! | shout. Psycho!

MORE VIDEOS

» o) 1:20/6:40
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b. | said give it to me. | said give it to me. .‘,/g.yﬁyb_,:, -ﬁi.‘-‘&““—.‘“:‘ o

Let it go! oS il
Give it to me! oo s
Do you think this this is a joke? St oS <4
You ate shit! lgaysa
You are my wife. (e O 88
She thinks it is like that ( a joke). saiaad 88 S S4

a. Don’t do it psycho! lslsy oS5l



27. Movie - How may | help you?

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

MORE VIDEOS

» o) 1:48/11:05

Scene 1

a. How may | help you?

b. Thank you very much.

a. You’re welcome.

b. Excuse me , how much is the price of this china
cabinet?

a. Two million and five hundred thousand tomans.
b. Itis a little bit expensive.

a. It’s all walnut wood.
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Scene 2

a. Dear boy, come.
b. Ma’am, buy a flower!
a. Let me see!

b. All of them are fresh, ma'am.

a. There you go. Thank you [Your hand may not hurt] .

Thank you.

Scene 3

a. Here you go!

b. Thank you. [Your hand may not hurt.]
a. You’re welcome.

b. How much is that?

a. 31 tomans, sir.

b. One saffron and one sugar candy.
Thank you. [Your hand may not hurt.]

b. You’re welcome.

20 tomans, 25 tomans.

I’m taking them for Mr. Spielberg.

a. Who'’s Spielberg?
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Scene 4

I
a. Hello! ! ﬁm L

How are you?
y Cladd auiud 9

b. Thank you . [Literally: | sacrifice myself for W

you.]
a. Sir, a half a kilo of oS a4 57l

Two half a kilo pistachios and these il ol 3l s g S5 LS i g

Japanese seeds. el
Scene 5
a. Where are you right now? Yl S 5.l

Well, just come up that road and I’'m standing in Gogsla oo 2 YL Lo gy Oeba fgen LA

front of a news stand. polianly <y
Goodbye. Jadlaa
How much is this, sir? Go a8 iiand ol L8]
b. It’s price is written on it. Al gy iend Lo
a. 5000 tomans? Soms A miy .l

That’s too much! oy 4



28. Movie - Googoosh’ s Persian New Year Message

Watch the movie clip. Role play the
conversation and record yourself.

. —
- ~’\

Sl diddle Saa G y9as 9 (i gD (pialyl (eadiu J 4 (ol

you have a year full of health , peace and happiness and far from war.

Hello to you my compatriots and all Persian ailigre aa Lo coaans gg0 g adw b
speakers wherever you are in the world. Lo slaS 5o 5u (L) e li den
Happy ancient Nowruz from the bottom of i S
my heart to all of you my dears and | wish Lo dat 44 1) (@3liasly 59580 aae
you have a year full of health, peace and S (oo Sl pais 5l asline
happiness and far from war. csiades 51 5y oIl &3S o0 9350
| wanted to say Happy Nowruz to you. sy Saa 5l 9 5 dion el

Happy Nowruz! Ll
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