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To The Students

Welcome to Persian! Inside Iran represents the third e-book in Talk Like a
Persian e-book series aimed at teaching Persian to foreign students. Leila, the leading
character is a generation 1.5 young lady who grow up in Los Angeles in a home in
which Persian language is spoken. Although she speaks Persian with her family, is
unaware of the discrepancies between oral and written skills and academic discourse
expectations and conventions and facts about Persian language and culture. Leila is
going to Iran to visit her family and friends, discover her roots in Iran and find more
about her heritage. Come along on her journey to discover a rich language and culture
dating back some 2,500 years.

By learning Persian language and cultures, students will be able to gain a
competitive edge in today’s global economy. Persian was the language of ancient
cultures across Western and Central Asia. Today, Persian continues to be spoken
widely throughout the same region in the form of three main dialects: Farsi in Iran, Dari
in Afghanistan, and Tajik in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

The present book primarily intends to help students develop listening and
reading comprehension, speaking and writing, and cultural awareness to communicate
at intermediate level. Students will also learn about Persian customs, cultures and
civilization.

Book Components

Inside Iran consists of 10 chapters and each chapter contains Culture, Glossary,
online Activity and Speaking and Writing Prompt . The students can participate in
weekly blogs as a tool for language development. In language learning, blogs can be
used as tools to develop writing skills and they provide a practice environment where
students can think, reflect, and create language slowly for a real-life audience. All the
materials in this e-book are taken from authentic language used in real life situations,
Persian movies, and Persian weblogs , reports and news and podcasts.

Speaking and Writing Prompts and Language Functions

There is one Speaking Prompt and one Writing Prompt at the end of each chapter. In
order to respond to these prompts orally and in academic writing students need to use
a range of specific functions. A language function refers to what students do with
language as they engage with content and interact with others. Functions represent the
active use of language for a specific purpose. Students use language functions in order
to express ideas, communicate with others, and show understanding of content in an
academic setting.



Learning Strategies

There are some language learning strategies that you can use for learning

Persian. These strategies include:

a.Active participation in class .

b. Practice to identify the words.

c.Read the words and phrases out loud.

d. Study with others.

e. Get real world practice and speak the language .

f. Make flash cards.

g. Use SRS (Spaced Repetition System) and mnemonic memory aids to

quickly memorize the new words.

h. Don’t just watch the movie. Study it.

i. Read the language out loud.

j.-Use Shadowing technique by pausing the movie after each sentence and

simultaneously echoing what you hear.

k.Record yourself speaking the language.

[.Break things up into consumable , repeatable segments.

m.Engage with the materials. A movie clip is an open book on body language,

accents, inflection, pronunciation and many other areas of language learning.

Get involved in the story, act out parts, repeat lines and body movements and

make the language come alive!

n. Listen to the songs and sing along.

o.Interact with other learners and with native speakers.

Course Components

This book is accompanied by audios and videos and online activities on Talk
Like a Persia Website (www.talklikeapersian.com) .
Course Length

Students can master Leila Goes to Iran in 64 hours through 22 chapters and
accompanied audios, videos and online activities.

Course Time Course Duration Weekly Class Time Weekly Outside
Classroom Time

64 hours 16 weeks 4 hours 1 hour


http://www.talklikeapersian.com

1. Iran, A Four Season Country

Before you read

Read the statements in the chart below. Do you think they are
true(T) or false (F)? Check the correct box.

1 518 Ll (085 sia Ha Glnl )
el Shad Gl caml ¥

nal diglas ol ali oy il .0

Reading Skill: Scanning

When we read to find information, we move our eyes very quickly
across the text. We don’t read every word or stop reading when
we see a word we don’t understand. We look for the information
we want to find. This is called ‘scanning.

A. Scan the reading passage below to find out if the statements
in Before You Read above are really true or false.

B. Read the passage again, and complete online activities.




Iran, A Four Season Country

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Iran, A Four Season Country

Finally, | came to Iran. A journey l've been waiting for years. A wish
came true. Let me tell you a bit about Iran. Iran is located in southwest
Asia. Iran is bordered to the West by Turkey and Irag and to the East by
Afghanistan and Pakistan. The Caspian Sea is in northern Iran and the
Persian Gulf is in southern Iran. Iran has 31 provinces. The capital of
Iran is Tehran. Tehran is the largest and most populous city in Iran.
Tehran is located in north-central Iran. There are about thirty islands in
southern Iran. Iran is a four-season country. The highest peak of Iran is
Damavand and it is located 70 km of Tehran. We have mountains in
Iran. We have deserts. We have sea. We have plains. We have deserts.
We have rivers. We have forests. Come along with me on this journey.



Speaking Prompt
Voice Message describing basic facts about Iran

Leave a voice message for your friend and describe 8 basic facts about Iran.

Writing Prompt
Email persuading someone

Write an e-mail to a friend and include the some of the followings in your e-mail to
persuade him to take a trip to Iran. (150 words)

1. Describe geography of Iran, its beauty and neighboring countries .
Describe Iran climate and natural resources.
What is Iran well-known for?

What kind of country is Iran?

o M 0N

How wealthy is Iran?



2. Tehran Grand Bazaar

Before you read
Discuss the following questions with a partner.
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Reading Skill : Developing Reading Fluency

Developing reading fluency means learning to read faster and
comprehend more at the same time.

Time yourself as you read through the passage. Try to read as
fluently as you can. Record your time.



Tehran Grand Bazaar

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Tehran Grand Bazaar

It is not possible to travel to Iran but do not visit Tehran Grand Bazaar.
Wear comfortable shoes and set aside a full day to visit bazaar. | got on the
subway and got off at the 6th Khordaad (June) station. | walked toward the
grand bazaar on foot.

Tehran bazaar is very important from economical, historical and
architectural perspectives. You can find everything in Tehran grand bazaar,
such as clothing, gold, jewelry, home appliances and cosmetics. The carpet
corridor is one of the attractions of the Grand bazaar.

Visiting the bazaar is as fun as shopping in the bazaar. Today | want to buy
nuts and souvenirs for my friends. I'm not a material girl in the material
world but | really enjoy looking at the jewelry and the glamor of the bazaar.

The twisting corridors, the crossed arches and the traditional ventilators are
considered as beauties of the grand bazaar. The grand bazaar area is 2
hectares and has various areas such as bazaar, series of shops, shopping
center, shop, mosque and underground.

The bazaar is usually very busy. Some people scream. Some people
bargain and some people also enjoy this cultural experience. Which group
do you belong to?



Speaking Prompt
Voice message giving direction and advice

Leave a voice message for your friend and tell him when is the best time to visit
bazaar and how to get to Tehran Grand Bazaar from Tajrish Square. You can use Waze
or Google Map.

Writing Prompt
Email describing past events

Write an e-mail to a friend and describe your trip to Tehran Grand Bazaar. You can
include your experience, bazaar architecture, different sections, and atmosphere. (150
words)



3. Romantic Persian Gardens and Poets

Before You Read

A. How much do you know about city of Shiraz? Circle the correct
answers in each sentence.
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B. Look at the following words. What do you think they mean?
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Reading SKill : Predicting

Good reader make predictions before they read. They use what
they know about the topic to guess what the reading will be about.
Using this skill can help you to better understand what you will
read.

Look at the words you circled above. Now read the passage to
see if your predictions were correct.



Romantic Persian Gardens and Poets

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Romantic Persian Gardens and Poets

City of Shiraz is located in the south of Tehran. The flight from Tehran to
Shiraz takes about an hour. The people of Shiraz are known for their
hospitality. Shiraz is the city of poetry and literature. Hafez and Saadi are
famous poets from Shiraz. Their tombs are called Saadiyeh and Hafeziyeh
and are among tourist areas of Shiraz.

There are many gardens and traditional houses in Shiraz, including Eram
garden. Vakil bazaar and bath house and Nasirolmolk mosque are
considered as traditional and historical monuments in Shiraz. Persopolis
palace and Pasargadae are located near Shiraz and are symbols of ancient
Iran.

Shiraz is a popular destination among tourists and Persian travelers
specially during Nowrooz time. The best season to travel to Shiraz is spring
because it has a pleasant climate and a very beautiful nature. Don’t miss
this Spring to travel to shiraz and visit the nature around Shiraz.



Speaking Prompt
Voice message making suggestions

Leave a voice message for your friend and make some suggestions about places she
can visit in Shiraz.

Writing Prompt
Email showing preferences

Write an e-mail to a friend and describe what you like or dislike about city of Shiraz and
give your opinion about the city and why you prefer visiting Shiraz. You can talk about
historical monuments, natural attraction, climate , transportation, prominent figures and
weather. (150 words, past tense)



4. Chaharshanbe Suri - Persian Festival of Fire
Before You Read

Discuss the following questions with a partner.
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Reading Skill : Rhetorical Preferences in Persian Writing and
Skimming for the Main Idea

Writing style may differ based on different cultures. English as an
international language, for instance follow the pattern of linearity
and languages in east such as Chinese, Korean and Japanese
are characterize as circular, indirect and non-linear .Two main
features of linear structures are unity and avoidance of repetition.
Whenever, one single main theme is maintained in an essay and
also one main idea expressed in each paragraph, the writing style
is linear since it has unity. However, Persian language in the east,
in contrast to other eastern countries, follows the pattern of
linearity which exists in most western countries. As Persian
rhetorical discourse is alike English language and does not differ
significantly from that of English , Persian leaners can easily
follow rhetorical pattern of English in order to make this
unconscious knowledge tacit and apply it in their writing. (Eslami,
et al, 87).



When we ‘skim’ we read over the text very quickly. We don’t need
to read every word or look up words we do not understand. We
skim to get the general idea of the reading passage. Skimming is
one way to look for the main ideas in a reading.

A. Skim the passage quickly. Read only the first paragraph and
the first couple of sentences of the middle paragraphs and the
last paragraph. Don’t worry about the words you don’t
know.Then complete the sentences below.
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B. Read through the passage again and complete online
activities.



Chaharshanbe Suri - Persian Festival of Fire

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Chaharshanbe Suri - Persian Festival of Fire

Tonight is Chaharshanbe Suri, the festival of fire! Chaharshanbe Suri is an
Iranian festival held on the eve of the last Wednesday before Nowruz that
is the Iranian New Year. Chaharshanbe Suri marks the arrival of spring and
Persian new year. Chaharshanbe means Wednesday and Suri means
celebration.

Chaharshanbe Suri has its own rituals. One of the most important rituals is
jumping over fire. On the eve before the last Wednesday of the year,
Iranians get together and make bone fire through out the alleys:. streets,

backyards and gardens and jump over the fire and sing this song:
Give me your beautiful red color
And take back my sickly pallor

Nowadays Chaharshanbe Suri has become more of a firework festival. In
Iran, people sing and dance on the streets until midnight to celebrate this
tradition.

Fire is the symbol of good health, light, and purity to the Iranian.
Some believe jumping over bonfires is a way of taking away negative
energy, sickness, and problems and in turn getting health, fulfillment,
warmth, energy and purity.

Another Chaharshanbe Suri ritual is eating nuts and noodle soup. People
make wishes and in order to make them come true, they prepare nuts and
noodle soup and distribute them on this night at the gatherings or to people
passing by.

Charshanbi Suri includes another custom that is similar to Halloween trick-
or-treating which is called qasog-zani (;3<:0). Literally, it means "spoon-
banging". Youths cover their face and body with a veil ,sls “chaador” and
go to neighbors’ houses and by hitting a bow! with a spoon called Gashog-

Zani they make a noise and knock on doors and ask for nuts from the
household.



Some believe that their ancestors’ spirits visit them during the last few days
of the year. Indeed, Halloween is a Celtic variation of Charshanbe
Suri.Today, this tradition is almost forgotten and not practiced.

What fun rituals do you have in your culture? Comment below and share
with us. Happy Charshanbe Suri!



Speaking Prompt
Voice message making suggestions

Tomorrow is Chaharshanbe Suri. Leave a voice message for your American friend and
invite her to come over to celebrate Chaharshanbe Suri with you. Make some
suggestions about what you can do and how you can celebrate Chaharshanbe Suri to
get her excited to join you.

Writing Prompt
Create a newsletter about Chaharshanbe Suri

Create a newsletter about Chaharshanbe Suri to bring answers to frequently asked
questions about Chaharshanbe Suri facts and rituals. (200 words)



5. Nowruz- Persian New Year

Before You Read
Discuss the following questions with a partner
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Reading Skill : Using Subtitles to Predict Content

Sometimes reading passages are divided into paragraphs that
have subtitles. We ca use knowledge of topic and this subtitles to
predict some of the ideas that may be in the reading.

Look at the titles of the reading, then at the subtitles of the main
paragraphs in the reading passage. What ideas do you think will
be in each paragraph? Fill in the chart below with your
predictions. Discuss your predictions with your partner.
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Nowruz- Persian New Year

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Nowruz-Persian New Year

You asked what is Nowruz?

Nowruz is the most important national holiday in Iran. Nowruz is the other name
for Persian New Year and marks the first day of spring. Nowruz has been
celebrated for more than 3000 years in Iran and some other countries. United
Nation’s General Assembly recognized the International Day of Nowruz in 2010.
“Nowruz” means a “new day” signaling the beginning of the New Year.

New Year is celebrated exactly on the first day of spring at the moment that the
sun crosses the equator and equalizes night and day. This moment is exactly
calculated every year and it is usually on the 210of March. Nowruz has special
customs.

Cleaning the House
Iranians prepare for Nowruz, couple of weeks in advance. A few days before
Nowruz, Iranians start Nowruz by cleaning the house and cleaning every spot.

Nowruz Shopping

One of the most enjoyable Nowruz traditions is shopping. Haft-Seen items,
decorative items, and gifts for friends and acquaintances are among the
Nowruz shopping list as well. It is customary to wear new clothes or bags
and shoes during the arrival of the New Year. From a few weeks before the
New Year, the bazaar has a different atmosphere and is more exciting than
before due to shopping for New Year.

Haji-Firooz

He is one of the symbols of Nowruz who comes to the streets with a
tambourine, red dress and a black face, amidst the hustle and bustle of the
city, in the last days of March and announces the arrival of Nowruz to the
people.



Speaking Prompt
Voice message declining an invitation

Leave a voice message for your American friend and politely decline his dinner
invitation without hurting his feeling. Tell him that Persian New Year is around the
corner and you were busy all day with spring cleaning and Nowruz shopping and you
are so tired. Add more detail about your day to convince him that you had a long day.

Writing Prompt
Email comparing places

Email your friend and compare Nowruz shopping and bazaar atmosphere with regular
shopping. Give some details about your shopping list, bazaar atmosphere and Haji-
Firooz. (150 words)



6. Nowruz Rituals

Before You Read
Discuss the following questions with a partner
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B. Look at the following words. What do you think they mean?
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Reading Skill : Identifying main Ideas Within Paragraphs

Every paragraph has a main idea. This idea gives us the most
important information in that paragraph. Often the first couple of
sentences of the paragraph give us the main idea.

A. Scan through the passage quickly. Underline the main idea in
each paragraph.



B. Look at the statements below. Write ‘M’ Next to the the
statement that is the main idea of each paragraph. Share your
answers with a partner.
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Nowruz Rituals

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Nowruz Rituals

Setting Haft-Seen Table
One of the most important Nowruz ritual is setting the Haft-seen table
which has seven items that begin with the letter “Seen”.

The Exact Moment of Spring Equinox
A few minutes before the New Year, the family gathers around the Haft-
Seen table and prays for the New Year.

Famous food on Nowruz Night
Herbed rice with fish is a popular and famous food of most Iranians,
especially on Nowruz eve.

Nowruz Trips

Nowruz is an official holiday in Iran. Offices are closed for five days and
schools are closed for thirteen days. Hence, a large group of people travel
to other cities and areas with good weather during this period. If you're
going on a vacation on the first day of new year don't forget to pack up
Haft-Seen to carry around with yourself.

New Year Gift and Paying and Repaying Visit

Another ritual of Nowruz is paying and repaying visit to families or Eid
Deedanee. Iranians pay a visit to each other on New Year's Day. Typically,
young people pay a visit to their elders first, and the elders repay their visit
later. They get together and have fun. New Year’s gift is called Eidee that is
one of the most beautiful and the most memorable part of Eid. At New Year,
elders give New Year’s gifts to the younger ones, which is usually cash.
What New Year’s gift do you like to get?



Speaking Prompt
Voice message inquiring information

Leave a voice message for your Persian friend and tell her that you are supposed to
interview a native speaker and ask some questions regarding Persian New Year rituals.
Ask her some basic questions about Haft-seen table, New Year Celebration, New Year
dinner, Nowruz trips and New Year gift.

Writing Prompt
Email comparing some information

Email your friend and compare Persian New Year with American New Year. Describe
how you celebrate Persian New Year with your family and friends. You can give some
details about the exact moment of Persian equinox, New Year dinner and gift. (200
words, past tense)



7. Haft-Seen Table

Before You Read

Read the statements in the chart below. Do you think they are
true(T) or false (F)? Check the correct box.

o Sya LS ol o Shga cda glylocpncdas,d )
MJ&O

Reading Skill: Scanning

When we read to find information, we move our eyes very quickly
across the text. We don’t read every word or stop reading when
we see a word we don’t understand. We look for the information
we want to find. This is called ‘scanning.

A. Scan the reading passage below to find out if the statements
in Before You Read above are really true or false.

B. Read the passage again, and complete online activities.



Haft-Seen Table

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Haft-Seen Table

Every culture celebrates New Year in a special way. Arranging a haft-seen
table is one of the most favorite rituals of New Year among Iranians. Haft-
seen table has 7 items that start with letter S. Each one of them represents
an important symbol of life.

A few days before Nowruz, Iranians buy Haft-Seen items and set the Haft-
Seen table so that everyone can gather around it at New Year and
celebrate the beginning of the year.

Apple is the only Haft-Seen item that Amir and Shirin have so it means that
they need to do a lot of shopping. As the New Year approaches, the
markets get busier. Let's see what each of the Haft-Seen items symbolizes.
So stay tuned.

Iranians grow sprouts a few weeks before New Year. Sprout is wheat ,
barley, or lentils sprouts that symbolizes rebirth. Garlic represents health.
Senjed” is the dry and sweet fruit of lotus tree that represents love.”

Sumac is a Persian spice and it represents sunrise and light over darkness.
Vinegar represents patience and tolerance.

Samanu”, is a sweet pudding that is made from young wheat grass, and”
represents affluence.

Apple represents beauty and health.

Boiling some eggs and coloring them for Haft-Seen table is so much fun.
Egg represents fertility. In addition to main Seens, mirror, Quran, fish,
hyacinth, coins, and candles are other components of the Haft-Seen table.
There is only a few moments left to the beginning the New Year. We wish
you a year filled with prosperity, happiness, and love.

Happy New Year!

Happy New Year to you too!



Speaking Prompt
Voice message expressing wishes

Leave a messages for your friend and wish her and her family a happy
New Year and a year filled with prosperity , happiness, health and love.
Tell her that you miss her so much and cannot wait to see her.

Writing Prompt
Creating an informative Poster

Take a picture of a beautiful Haft-seen table and create a poster. Name all
the Haft-seen-items and what they represent on the poster.



8. Sizdah Bedar - Nature’s Day

Before You Read
Discuss the following questions with a partner
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B. Look at the following words. What do you think they mean?
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Reading Skill : Identifying main Ideas Within Paragraphs
Every paragraph has a main idea. This idea gives us the most

important information in that paragraph. Often the first couple of
sentences of the paragraph give us the main idea.

A. Scan through the passage quickly. Underline the main idea in
each paragraph.



B. Look at the statements below. Write ‘M’ Next to the the
statement that is the main idea of each paragraph. Share your
answers with a partner.
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Sizdah Bedar- Nature’s Day

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Sizdah Bedar- Nature’s Day

”Sizdah Bedar” or Nature’s day is the 13th day of month of Farvardin and it
is the last day of Nowruz festivities. On this day, Iranians go out and

have a picnic in nature. “Sizdah” means number thirteen, and

“Bedar", means to get rid of that. In general, it means "getting rid of
thirteen”.

There are many tales about “Sizdah Bedar”. One interpretation is that
Iranians celebrate Nowruz for twelve days that represent the 12 months of
the year. On the thirteenth day of Nowruz, people embrace the nature and
spend a full day of picnic outdoors with the family and friends.

In ancient Iran era, the thirteenth day of every solar month was also called “
Tir Rooz” that was also a special day to ask for rain. Contrary to the
commonly held erroneous assumption, 13 is not an ominous number in
Zoroastrian tradition. In fact, thirteen was an auspicious number among
Ancient Iranians.

Another tradition on “Sizde Bedar”, is the knotting of “Sabze” (blades of
grass from Nowruz Haft-Seen table). Iranians tie a knot with blades of
grass while they make a wish . The other ritual is that we throw the sprout
in the running water and hope that the water will undo the knots and make
our wishes come true. Thus, Iranians finish Nowruz celebration this way
and get back to daily life. We wish you a great Sizdah Bedar.



Speaking Prompt
Voice message planning a picnic

Leave a messages for your friend and invite her to join you for Sizdah
Bedar Give her some details about where and when it is taking place and
what you need to take with you. (future tense)

Writing Prompt
Email relating past events

Email your friend and give him some information about how you your
Sizdah Bedar went and talk about your favorite Sizdah Bedar rituals.
Sizdah Bedar(200 words, past tense)



9. Tea Traditions in Persian Culture

Before You Read
Discuss the following questions with a partner
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B. Look at the following words. What do you think they mean?

Reading SkKill : Identifying main Ideas Within Paragraphs

Every paragraph has a main idea. This idea gives us the most
important information in that paragraph. Often the first couple of
sentences of the paragraph give us the main idea.

A. Scan through the passage quickly. Underline the main idea in
each paragraph.



B. Look at the statements below. Write ‘M’ Next to the the
statement that is the main idea of each paragraph. Share your
answers with a partner.
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Tea Traditions in Persian Culture

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Tea Traditions in Persian Culture

Tea

Brewing it

Drinking it

And its tools

There were wars over this fragrant, tasty and sometimes bitter drink.
People have revolted and contracts have been signed because of it.

In our Iranian culture, tea has a special place, so that the most common
thing that is used in visits and in guest reception, is mostly tea.

In Iranian culture, it not only replaces coffee but also is part of common
culture. Iranian tea has a special color and taste. Iranians drink their tea
with sugar cubes or rock candy. In most of the Iranian traditional
teahouses, people turn on their Samaavars and kettles every morning and
put a teapot on top of it and they won’t turn it off until night.

Tea is a significant part of Iranian breakfast. Iranians also drink tea after
lunch and dinner. It is almost impossible to get invited to an Iranian party or
gathering and not drinking multiple glasses of tea.

Tea besides being considered as a crop, its consumption has also become
a unique culture and this culture greatly depends on the climate and local
customs in different parts of the country.

For example, in marriage proposing ceremony " when a bride serves the
tea" is the first opportunity for the bride and groom's families to meet face
to face. Tea has influenced Iranian proverbs and idioms and people make
use of these proverbs a lot. For example, they say “before drinking tea, he
became a cousin” which means he became so close immediately.

Mohammad Mirza Chaikar as the ambassador of Iran in India was the first
Iranian who as a merchant learned and applied methods of tea
consumption and planting in Iran and in the world. He chose the city of
Lahijan because of its favorable weather for tea cultivation and today this
city is known as the center of tea cultivation in Iran.



Speaking Prompt
Voice message making suggestions

Leave a messages for your friend and make suggestion about how to brew
Persian tea.

Writing Prompt
Email expressing opinion

Email your friend and express your opinion about the importance of tea in
Persian culture and where he can get the best brand of Persian tea. (150
words)



10. Simin Daneshvar- The Literary Voice of 20th
Century
Before You Read
Discuss the following questions with a partner
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B. Look at the following words. What do you think they mean?
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Reading Skill : Recognizing Sequence of Events

Some readings have information listed in the order of events that
happened. Dates and time are used to show the sequence of
events such as first’, ‘next’, ‘then’, ‘later’, ‘after’, finally’ and
‘today’ also tell the sequence that things happened. Knowing
these words can help you to understand a reading better. It can
also help you to find information faster.

A. Put the events in the correct order . Circle the words that
helped you choose the correct order. Compare your answers
with a partner.
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B. Quickly skim the reading passage below. Compare the events
in the reading with the order of vents in your time line above.

C. Read the passage again and complete online activities.




Simin Daneshvar-The Literary Voice of 20th Century

Watch the video, read along and record
yourself.
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Simin Daneshvar-The Literary Voice of 20th Century

Simin Daneshvar, was one of the greatest fiction writers of modern Iran,
and one of the well known defenders of women’s rights. She died at the
age of 90 at her home in Tehran following a long illness.

Most of all, Mrs. Daneshvar was known for her novel “Savushun" among
Iranian literature enthusiasts. The story takes place in southern Iran in

the 1320s and is considered one of the best-selling novels in the history of
Iranian literature and so far, it has been translated into 17 living languages
of the world.The story is about the life of a landowning family who lived in
Shiraz during the occupation of Iran during World War |I.

Simin was born in Shiraz. She attended Mehr Aaeen elementary and high
school that subjects are taught in English. She came from Shiraz to Tehran
by herself to study. After her father died, she accepted to shoulder the
family’s expenses. First, she got a bachelor's degree in Persian language
and literature and then she got a doctorate in Persian language and
literature, which was a very difficult job at that time.

In the beginning, she used to write short stories to make money, which she
used to sell [them], and later she got them published. Since she knew
English, she also got a side job in the Radio Department and she worked
as a translator for a foreign journalist.

When she was twenty-seven, eight years old she met Mr. Al-Ahmad on a
bus that was heading to Shiraz and she got married. Besides her work,
Mrs. Daneshvar was also known for her marriage to Jalaal Al-Ahmad, a
well-known Iranian writer.



Speaking Prompt
Voice message inquiring information

Leave a voice messages for your friend and ask 8 questions about

Forough Farrokhzad’s biography.
Date and place of birth (and death, if applicable)
« Education
Work experience
* Major achievements
« Family

Writing Prompt
Email giving some information

Email your friend and give him some information about Simin Daneshvar
and her achievements. (150 words)

Please make sure to include the followings:
« Date and place of birth (and death, if applicable)
« Education
Work experience
« Major achievements
*  Family
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Talk Like A Persian brings Persian language learning to life with real
world content and videos!

Inside Iran is an exciting reading textbook that uses thematically
organized reading passages to teach reading fluency, comprehension,
Persian culture and vocabulary skills.

Authored by reading specialist Parastoo J. Danaee, this innovative
series uses her active reading methodology to help learners become
more confident, independent and active-readers of Persian.

High-interest, level-appropriate readings cover topics such as
geography, culture, society, attractions and prominent figures.

Online Activities that accompanies this e-book are available on Talk
Like A Persian website and reinforce reading strategies.

All the materials are taken from authentic resources and are not
modified for instructional purposes. As a result, you learn the real
language that is used in real context.

Inside Iran Book components available
on Talk Like A Persian website : : .

(
Active Reading: E-book
Online Activity

A= ACtlYate prior knowledge Take a look at the other E-books 5
C = Cultivate Vocabulary available on Talk Like A Persian ;’
-
-

T = Teach for Comprehension website :
— : Book 1: “Leila’s Alphabet

I 3 Incr.ease Readmg Fluency Journey” (Alphabet) e

V= Verlfy Strategles Book 2: “Leila Goes to Iran “(Beginner)

E = Evaluate Progress Book 3: Inside Iran (Intermediate) L
Book 4: Learn Persian with Movies LA
(Movies)
Book 5: Persian Expressions (Expressions)
Book 6: Persian Grammar (Grammar) L
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